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PREFACE 


The  most  striking  figure  produced  in  the  District  vital  statistics 
is  the  Birth-Rate  figure  of  15.2  per  1,000  population.  It  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  revert  to  the  war  year  1943  to  find  such  a  low  figure,  which 
is  indeed  below  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (15.8)  and 
below  that  of  148  Smaller  Towns — 25,000  to  50,000  population 
(16.7).  The  1949  figure  for  the  District  was  17.2. 

The  Death-Rate  of  ii.i  shows  a  decrease  of  .1  when  compared 
with  that  for  1949,  and  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  1.9 — the  figure  being  22  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared 
with  23.9  in  1949. 

A  comparison  of  District  vital  statistics  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales  will  be  found  in  a  table  on  the  last  page  of  this  Report. 

As  regards  infectious  diseases,  the  District  has  no  unusual 
figures  to  record,  but  there  was  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
Whooping  Cough — 187  notifications,  after  only  20  cases  in  1949 
and  comparable  with  197  in  1948;  the  introduction  of  immunisa¬ 
tion  material  regularly  recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
made  available  for  routine  use  is  very  desirable. 

The  total  cases  of  Measles  notified  was  83  and  of  Scarlet  Fever 
74.  Scarlet  Fever  was  mild  in  form.  One  school  and  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  at  Kernel  Hempstead  was  particularly  involved. 

There  were  altogether  4  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  the  District 
during  the  summer  and  early  autumn.  One  of  the  cases  was  a 
school  child,  the  three  others  being  adults;  of  the  latter,  one  case 
was  fatal.  The  other  three  cases  have  not  yet  completely  recovered 
from  the  paralysis  which  accompanied  the  illness.  In  no  case  was 
a  definite  source  established,  although  in  some  cases  visits  had  been 
made  to  areas  where  cases  had  occurred. 


MALCOLM  GROSS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

‘‘  Churchill,^' 

Park  Road, 

Kernel  Hempstead, 

Herts. 
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September  1951. 


BOROUGH  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

STATISTICS 


The  Borough  comprises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,193  acres 


Population  (Registrar-Generars  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22,940 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according 

to  rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,508 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £143,380 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £566 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

Total.  M.  P. 


LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

340 

160 

180  ) 

BIRTH  -  RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

10 

2 

8  ) 

estimated  resi- 

dent  population 

15-3 

STILL- 

(  Legitimate 

10 

5 

5  ) 

STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

RATE  per  1, 000 

(  Illegitimate 

I 

— 

I ) 

(live  and  still) 

births  . 

27.8 

DEATHS 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

234 

127  • 

107 ) 

DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  10.2 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  NIL 


Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  ; 
Legitimate 
Illegitiniate  ... 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 


20.0 

20.6 

NIL 

7  )  Total 
—  )  7 

30 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  234  deaths,  83  were  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  and  38 
to  other  Circulatory  Diseases.  There  were  6  deaths  from  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  and  26  from  other  Respiratory  Diseases. 
Thirty  deaths  occurred  from  Cancer.  There  were  2  deaths  from 
Influenza  and  3  from  Motor  Vehicle  accidents. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Of  the  7  deaths,  3  were  due  to  Prematurity,  two  to  Congenital 
Disease,  one  to  Birth  Injury  and  one  to  Encephalitis.  Six  of  the 
deaths  occurred  in  children  under  4  weeks  of  age. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 

Complaints  :  Number  of  Complaints  investigated  ...  352 

General  :  Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  167 

Housing  Act  .  7 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  153 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  55 

Council  House  applicants  ...  72 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests .  384 

Cesspools  .  ...  ...  ...  31 

Common  Lodging  houses  ...  ...  10 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  58 

Canal  boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  12 

Rats  and  mice  infestation  ...  ...  1164 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Outworkers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  43 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Shops  Acts  227 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Offensive  trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Rivers,  streams  and  ditches  ...  ...  3 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  23 

Common  yards  and  passages  ...  ...  2 

Vacant  land  and  dumps  ...  ...  ...  34 
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Disinfection  ...  ...  35 

Verminous  premises  or  rooms  ...  ...  37 

Revisits  to  dwellings  under  Notice  ...  1030 

Interviews  with  owners,  etc.  ...  ...  805 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  763 

Meat  and  Foods  :  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Butchers'  shops  and  stalls  ...  ...  108 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

General  food  shops  and  premises  ...  187 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  155 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  121 

Restaurants  and  dining  rooms .  loi 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  104 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Public  Market  and  Food  stalls  ...  ...  53 

Samples  Taken:  Milk  samples  .  58 

Milk  samples  tested  at  office  ...  ...  19 

Milk  bottle  rinses  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Water  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Ice  Cream  samples  ...  ...  ...  20 

Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  with. 


Outstanding  Served 

Complied  with 

Outstanding 

31.12.49  1950 

1950 

31.12.50 

I 14  239 

210 

143 

Nuisances  Abated:  Defects  and 

Contraventions  Remedied. 

Dwellings  . 

792 

Movable  dwellings 

14 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

6 

Food  Premises 

83 

Licensed  Premises 

40 

Factories 

16 

Shops 

46 

Petroleum  ... 

7 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 

»  •  •  •  •  ♦ 

30 

Houses  treated  for  bed-bugs 

— Council  houses 

•  •  • 

10 

Other  houses 

. 

II 
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Houses  treated  for  other  vermin  ...  ...  ...  8 

Loads  of  bedding  steam-treated  .. .  ...  ...  ...  5 

It  is  not  claimed  that  disinfection  after  infectious  diseases  has  a 
noticeable  direct  effect  on  the  prevention  of  spread  of  infectious 
disease.  It  is  considered,  however,  that  the  use  of  formalin  does 
often  greatly  encourage  the  householder  to  turn  out  and  cleanse  the 
room,  to  thoroughly  air  it  and  in  this  indirect  way  may  be  of 
considerable  value. 

With  the  availability  of  the  effective  modern  range  of  insec¬ 
ticides  there  can  be  little  excuse  for  any  but  the  lightest  infestation 
of  any  house  in  the  Borough.  A  certain  amount  of  difficulty  was 
experienced  with  fly  prevalence  in  the  region  of  the  refuse  disposal 
site.  Attention  to  the  site,  assisted  by  spraying  the  dump  and  the 
houses  concerned  helped  to  reduce  this  nuisance. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states: —  “  A  good  deal  of  time 
was  devoted  to  safety  of  food  supplies,  and  efforts  were  made  to 
build  on  the  good  foundation  laid  by  the  clean  food  exhibition 
at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  I  said  in  my  last  report  that 
‘  education  is  the  key  to  success  in  any  clean  food  campaign.’ 
While  there  is  a  real  interest  on  the  part  of  many  traders  in  the 
town,  special  film  shows  were  very  poorly  supported.  Perhaps 
one  reason  for  this  is  the  absence  of  any  real  town  centre  with 
public  hall,  well  supplied  with  frequent  buses  from  all  parts  of  the 
area.  Work  has  therefore  been  concentrated  on  visiting  the 
premises  concerned. 

Clean  Food  Byelaws  based  on  the  Model  series  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  and  operating  from  the  21st  August,  have  proved 
useful,  placing  responsibility  on  individual  employees  as  well  as 
on  occupiers  of  premises.  Their  use,  in  conjunction  with  the 
relevant  section  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  has  already  had  good 
results. 

Two  successful  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 
The  first  concerned  a  metal  grease  nipple  found  in  a  loaf  of  bread, 
when  a  fine  of  £2  was  imposed. 

A  snack  bar  featured  in  the  second  case.  For  some  time  con¬ 
ditions  had  been  unsatisfactory,  and  repeated  requests  for  improve¬ 
ment  and  later,  warnings,  had  been  ignored.  Proceedings  were 
taken  under  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  Part 
II,  4(c)  of  the  Council’s  Clean  Food  Byelaws.  The  magistrates 
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took  a  serious  view  of  the  contraventions,  and  the  chairman,  in 
passing  sentence  stated  ‘ '  The  Court  are  satisfied  that  your  premises 
are  in  a  disgusting  and  dirty  condition  ...  we  can  only  hope  that 
the  public  will,  in  future,  take  notice  of  these  conditions.’'  Fines 
totalling  £5  were  inflicted — one  pound  on  each  of  three  offences 
under  the  Act,  and  two  pounds  for  the  bye-law  offence.  The 
defendant  was  acquitted  on  the  charge  of  not  having  a  sufficient 
supply  of  clean  hot  water  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in  the 
room,  but  was  warned  that  if  circumstances  changed  he  might  well 
have  to  provide  it  in  the  future.  It  appeared  from  these  remarks 
that  had  his  trade  been  more  than  the  very  small  business  it  was, 
or  had  he  employed  an  assistant,  he  might  not  have  been  acquitted 
on  this  charge. 

This  was  probably  the  first  case  in  the  country  to  be  instituted 
under  the  new  byelaws. 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

(a)  A  detailed  report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  on 
changes  in  inspection  resulting  from  new  legislation  was  inserted 
in  my  Report  for  1949.  The  new  legislation  transferred  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  the  responsibility  for  super¬ 
vising  hygienic  milk  production,  and  the  local  authority  is  now 
only  entitled  ordinarily  to  take  samples  in  transit  or  from  retail 
dairies. 

(b)  Milk  Sampling  and  Bottle  Tests. 

Results  of  milk  sampling  and  bottle  tests  are  shown  in  the 
following  tables: — 

Milk  Sampling. 


Produced  in  Borough 

Produced  outside  Borough 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

Satis. 

Unsatis 

Designated  Milk 

Pasteurised... 

8 

3 

19 

Nil 

T.T.  Pasteurised  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Non-Designated  Milk 

Resazurin  Tests  ... 

14 

3 

(Doubtful) 

1 

1 

(Doubtful) 

Milk  Bottle  Tests. 


Bottles  Tested 

Satisfactory 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

130 

100 

3 

27 
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(c)  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — 

"  Pasteurised  Milk.  The  pasteurising  plant  in  the  Borough 
is  now  licensed  by  the  County  Council.  The  County  Inspector  is 
co-operative  and  notifies  results  of  samples  he  takes.  Some  samples 
from  this  plant  were  taken  by  your  Inspectors  in  course  of  delivery 
to  customers,  others  were  taken  towards  the  end  of  the  year  at  the 
dairy  when  a  new  pasteuriser  was  installed  and  teething  troubles 
were  encountered.  (The  unsatisfactory  results  shown  in  the  table 
above  were  notified  at  that  time.) 

Resazurin  Test.  Much  time  can  be  wasted  trying  to  find 
producer-retailers  delivering  their  milk,  and  comparatively  few 
samples  were  taken  and  tested  at  the  office. 

Bottle  Rinses.  Results  of  bacteriological  examination  of 
washed  milk  bottles  improved  considerably  during  the  year. 

The  Committee  visited  the  new  bottle  washing  and  filling  plant 
installed  at  Hygienic  Dairies,  and  were  impressed  by  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  bottles  after  cleansing.  Only  one  out  of  fifty-eight 
bottles  from  this  machine  examined  during  the  year  was  unsatis¬ 
factory:  the  counts  generally  were  very  low,  more  often  than  not 
below  50  colonies  per  bottle  (a  satisfactory  count  is  below  600), 

Hand  washing  at  the  smaller  dairies  is  more  likely  to  give 
fluctuating  results,  but  a  general  improvement  was  noted.’’ 

(d)  Register. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1950 


was  as  follows: — 

Cowkeeper  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Distributors  (bottled  milk  only)  ...  ...  9 

Dairy  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Licensed  to  Pasteurise  Milk  ...  ...  i 

Licensed  to  sell  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  8 

Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  8 

Licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  9 

Ice  Cream. 


Results  of  sampling  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Manufactured 

Grading 

Grade  1 

Grade  2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

In  Boroup;h  ... 

4 

3 

I 

1 

Outside  Borough 

6 

2 

1 

2 

Total  ... 

10 

5 

2 

3 
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Licensed  Premises. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — 

The  detailed  survey  commenced  last  year  was  completed, 
outline  schedules  of  works  required  were  drawn  up,  and  the  con¬ 
trolling  brewery  companies  invited  to  discuss  proposals.  Work 
has  already  been  completed  at  some  premises,  at  others  it  is  in 
progress,  and  in  all  cases  attention  has  been  promised. 

Of  the  57  premises  visited,  only  13  were  reasonably  satisfac¬ 
tory  in  all  respects.  At  most  licensed  houses  meals  or  snacks  are 
now  provided,  and  particular  attention  was  paid  to  kitchen  hygiene 
and  to  glass  washing  in  bars.  The  brewery  trade  is  itself  very 
much  alive  to  the  problems  involved  and  any  suggestions  made 
receive  careful  consideration.  But  many  of  the  ‘  pubs  '  in  the 
town  are  old  and  small  and  render  structural  improvements 
difficult. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  was  the  most  marked  deficiency 
found,  the  arrangements  in  some  cases  being  quite  primitive.  The 
table  gives  an  idea  of  the  main  items  concerned." 


Item 

No.  of 
Premises 

Item 

No.  of 
Premises 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 

Bars: 

Unsatisfactory 

44 

Unsatisfactory 

21 

Insufficient 

35 

No  sink  ... 

5 

Unsuitable 

33 

Inadequate  drainage 

8 

Insufficient  lighting 

35 

No  hot  water 

19 

No  cold  water  ... 

6 

Cellars: 

Unsatisfactor}^ 

17 

Kitchens: 

Cleanliness  and 

Unsatisfactory 

17 

Redecoration 

13 

No  hot  water 

11 

_ 

Unsuitable  food  stores  ... 

13 

Considerable  improvement  in  sanitary  accommodation  is 
embraced  in  the  improvements  suggested  and  now  in  progress. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Centralising  slaughtering  continues  to  be  carried  out  in 
Watford.  The  small  extent  of  slaughtering  in  the  Borough  under 
the  Self-Suppliers  Scheme  is  indicated  in  the  following  table: — 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excl¬ 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

r.ambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  . 

... 

... 

30 

Number  inspected 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

30 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis: 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

.  •  . 

.  .  • 

.  -  . 

.  .  . 

.  . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

.  •  . 

... 

•  ♦  . 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

... 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

3.3 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256  lbs. 

Other  Food .  413  lbs. 

Tins  .  695 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  during  the 
year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


T.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  f including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Secti  on  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

117 

60 

126 

30 

TOTAL  ... 

177 

156 

9 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Ni 

imber 

Defect 

Reme¬ 

died 

)f  cases  in  which 
s  were  found 

Referred 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec¬ 
utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Outwork)  ... 

2 

0 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

14 

8 

— 

— 
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3 .  Outworkers. 

Making  of  wearing  apparel  .  6 

Making  boxes  or  other  receptacles  of  paper  ...  ...  169 

Brush  making  .  4 

The  Borough  is  probably  unique  in  having  two  firework  fac¬ 
tories — Brocks  “Crystal  Palace"  Fireworks  and  Phoenix  Fireworks: 
this  accounts  for  the  large  number  of  outworkers  engaged  in  making 
boxes  and  other  receptacles  of  paper,  i.e.,  firework  cases. 


HOUSING 

It  is  a  very  regrettable  matter  that  in  spite  of  the  continued 
demand  for  adequate  housing  accommodation  circumstances  have 
resulted  in  1950  in  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  provision  of 
houses  for  Borough  inhabitants.  I  continue  in  the  view  that  the 
provision  of  adequate  housing  is  still  the  prime  factor  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  health  and  indeed  it  would  probably  help  more  than 
anything  else  in  the  relief  of  many  over-burdened  and  expensive 
branches  of  the  National  Health  Service. 

The  Housing  Manager  says: —  “  Only  a  very  small  number  of 
houses  have  been  completed  during  1950,  with  the  result  that  the 
housing  position  cannot  be  said  to  have  improved  during  the  year. 
Four  or  five  new  applications  are  received  every  week,  which  is 
obviously  in  excess  of  the  number  of  applicants  housed,  and  even 
taking  into  account  those  applicants  who  find  accommodation  for 
themselves  or  move  away  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  the  need  for 
more  houses  is  as  desperate  as  ever.  It  is  disturbing  to  find  how 
urgently  in  need  are  some  of  the  most  recent  applicants  and  as  it  is 
possible  to  house  only  those  whose  circumstances  are  particularly 
bad,  there  are  many  who  have  been  on  the  waiting  list  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  and  would  dearly  love  a  house  of  their  own,  but 
because  they  are  living  under  conditions  slightly  less  overcrowded 
than  others,  there  seems  no  prospect  of  housing  them  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time.  One  can  sympathise  with  the  feeling  of  frustration  such 
people  must  feel. 

The  problem  of  housing  people  from  condemned  and  extremely 
poor  types  of  property  remains  a  difficult  one.  On  the  other  hand 
it  seems  that  any  accommodation  however  substandard  is  better 
than  none,  but  it  is  important  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  a 
better  standard  of  housing  is  needed,  as  well  as  a  larger  quantity. 
Until  the  present  position  is  easier,  it  seems  that  little  can  be  done  in 
this  direction." 
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I.  During  the  year  1950,  the  following  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary  Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

101 

1  bedroom  Bungalows 
and  2  and  3  bed.  Houses 

10 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary  Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick... 

31 

3  bedroom 

5 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.50  was  as 
follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMPLETED  since 
1.1.45,  UP  TO  31.12.50  : 


Site 

No.  of  Houses 

Type  of  House 

Crabtree  Lane 

31 

Temporary  Prefabricated  —  2  bed¬ 
room. 

Wood  Crescent  ... 

19 

Temporary  Prefabricated  —  2  bed¬ 
room. 

Adeyfield 

102 

Permanent  Prefabricated  —  B.l.S.F 
— 3  bedroom. 

Bels wains  Farm 

Estate 

102 

Permanent  Brick — 3  &  4  bedroom. 

Beechfield  i 

50 

Permanent  Brick. 

Beech  field  2 

22 

Permanent  Brick — Bungalows  and  3 
bedroom  houses. 

Oakdene  Road 

6 

Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom. 

Fairway 

6 

Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom. 

Stonelea  Road 

14 

Permanent  Brick — 3  bedroom. 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMMENCED 
SINCE  1.1.45,  BUT  NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.50: 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No 

com¬ 

pleted 

Fairway  3 

12 

3  bedroom 

12 

10 

Fairway  4 

7 

3  bedroom 

7 

— 

Beechfield  3 

26 

I  bedroom  bungalows 

and  2  and  3  bedroom 

houses 

26 

— 

Beechfield  4 

30 

2  and  3  bedroom 

30 

— 

Beechfield  5 

22 

2  and  3  bedroom 

22 

— 

Vauxhall  Road  ... 

14 

3  bedroom 

14 

(c)  Particulars  of  Other  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  PROJECTED 
SINCE  1.1.50,  i.e.,  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in 
hand,  but  where  a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.50  : 


Site 

Proposed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type  of  house 

Belswains  3,  4  and  5  ... 

68 

2  and  3  bedroom. 

Seaton  Road 

1 

3  bedroom. 

Deaconsfield  Road 

1 

3  bedroom. 

Oliver  Road 

2 

2  bedroom. 

Fairway  5  . 

15 

2  and  3  bedroom. 

Adeyfield  2 

132 

2  and  3  bedroom  —  Duplex 
Flats. 

3.  Number  of  houses  requisitioned  at  the  end  of  1950  ...  47 

Number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council 

houses  at  31. 3. 51  (No  figure  available  for  31.12.50)  932 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  makes  the  following  remarks  on 
sub-standard  houses  in  the  Borough: — 

“  There  are  many  sub-standard  houses  in  the  Borough  which 
are  ripe  for  demolition,  but  action  must  be  deferred  until  it  is 
possible  to  find  alternative  accommodation  for  the  occupiers. 

The  Housing  Committee  do  give  consideration  to  applications 
from  occupiers  of  property  scheduled  for  demolition,  and  five  such 
families  were  rehoused  by  them  during  the  year. 
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The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Occupied  dwellings  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  ... 
Vacant  dwellings  subject  to  Demolition  Orders 
Vacant  dwellings  subject  to  Undertakings  ... 

Part  dwellings  subject  to  Closing  Orders 
Dwellings  vacated  during  the  year  ... 

Dwellings  demolished  during  the  year 
Demolition  Orders  made  during  the  year  ... 


13 

31 

5 

1 

5 

2 


Caravans. 

The  increasing  resort  to  caravan  life  is  a  corollary  to  the 
housing  shortage.  In  this  connection  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
states: — 

‘ '  A  number  of  applications  to  site  caravans  have  been  received 
by  the  Council,  and  all  have  been  refused.  The  majority  of  appli¬ 
cants  have  then  appealed  to  the  magistrates'  court,  and  the  appeals 
have  been  allowed,  subject  to  certain  conditions  (e.g.  suitable  water 
supply,  closet  and  drainage  facilities,  concrete  standings,  adequate 
refuse  disposal)  asked  for  by  the  Council,  together  with  restriction 
to  the  present  applicant  and  his  family  and  to  a  time  limit — usually 
two  years.  In  three  cases  the  Court  has  renewed  permission  for 
further  periods.  This  system  works  well,  and  no  further  action  of 
any  sort  has  been  found  necessary. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  housing  situation  is  unlikely  to  show 
much  improvement  for  some  years  to  come,  and  it  is  probable  that 
many  further  applications  will  be  received.  It  has  been  computed 
that  the  number  of  new  caravans  each  year  exceeds  the  number  of 
new  houses.  Some  Councils  are  already  seriously  considering 
whether  they  should  provide  municipal  caravan  sites,  and  it  may 
well  be  that  this  Council,  in  conjunction  perhaps  with  the  Develop¬ 
ment  Corporation,  will  give  further  consideration  to  this  problem. 

Few  people  would  suggest  that  in  normal  times  even  the 
largest  caravan  could  seriously  compete  with  a  small  house,  or  even 
a  flat.  The  urgency  of  the  housing  problem  is  shown  by  the  large 
numbers  of  caravans  being  constructed  and  purchased:  they  are  not 
cheap,  and  yet  presumably  intended  only  as  a  temporary  expedient 
until  houses  become  available.  Rather  than  face  the  horrors  of 
‘  sharing  house  ',  and  perhaps  the  possibility  of  being  rendered 
homeless,  many  consider  it  worth  while  to  sink  all  their  savings 
and  probably  to  mortgage  their  future,  to  obtain  a  home  on 
wheels." 
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The  Development  Corporation. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Cor¬ 
poration  for  the  following  statement  on  its  progress  with  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  New  Town  during  1950: — 

“  Hemel  Hempstead  Development  Corporation  made  good 
progress  with  the  construction  of  the  new  town  during  1950. 

One  hundred  and  fifty- two  houses  were  completed. 

The  Adeyfield  neighbourhood  area  really  began  to  take  shape. 
Many  roads  were  laid  down  and  street  lighting  installed.  Fourteen 
shops  were  begun  and  the  first  factory  completed  and  occupied. 
A  start  was  made  on  the  second  factory  which  will  employ  750  men 
when  it  is  completed. 

A  surface  water  sewer  in  tunnel  was  partly  completed  by  the 
end  of  1950.  This  is  intended  to  serve  634  acres  in  the  Leverstock 
Green  district. 

During  the  year,  with  the  agreement  of  the  Town  Council,  an 
application  was  made  under  Section  9  of  the  New  Towns  Act,  for 
an  order  conferring  drainage  powers  on  the  Corporation." 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reports:  “  Preparation  for  the 
new  houses  and  factories  to  be  built  by  the  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion  at  Adeyfield  has  involved  the  provision  of  a  network  of  new 
sewers.  Six  thousand  yards  of  foul  sewer,  ranging  from  pin. — 2iin. 
diameter,  and  five  thousand  seven  hundred  yards  of  surface  water 
sewer  from  pin. — 48in.  diameter  have  been  constructed.  In 
addition,  three  hundred  yards  of  bin.  foul  sewer  and  five  hundred 
yards  of  bin — pin.  surface  water  sewer  have  been  laid  on  the 
Council’s  new  Belswains  Farm  Estate.’’ 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  greater  part  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  mains  water; 
a  small  area  at  Felden  is  connected  to  the  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Company’s  water  supply,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  town  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s  bore-holes — one  at  Piccotts 
End  and  two  at  the  Waterworks  at  Mario wes. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  is  1,135,423  gallons, 
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an  increase  of  36,000  gallons.  All  water  is  chlorinated.  Sampling 
continued  throughout  the  year  and  reports  were  consistently  good. 

A  total  of  17  properties  were  connected  to  the  main  this  year. 
The  main  supply  has  now  been  extended  to  Winkwell  and  all  but 
two  premises,  supplied  by  a  shallow  well,  have  been  connected. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  dwelling-houses  and 
population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Populationf 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

22610 

6388 

22459 

23 

59 

t  Registrar-General’s  estimated  resident  population  for  1949. 


Water  Samples  taken  during  the  year  1950; — 


Description 

of 

Samples 

No  of  Samples 

Bacteriological  Exam. 

Chemical  Examination 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Taken 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Main  Supply — 

Raw  Water  ... 

14 

14 

— 

6 

6 

— 

Chlorinated ... 

11 

10 

It 

— 

— 

— 

Private  Supplies 

31 

15 

16* 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Pool 

38 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Main  Water 

Total  Hardness — 24.0  parts  per  100,000; 

16.8  grains  per  gall. 

Note: — t  Winkwell — Sample  taken  from  cottage  as  soon  as  connected  to 
main — failure  probably  due  to  contamination  in  long  length  of 
service  pipe. 


*  Two  premises  since  connected  to  main  supply.  Other  14  samples 
refer  to  three  premises  only. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1950: — 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

53 

20 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

34 

2 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

22 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age 

Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Food 

Poisoning 

Under  i 

year  ... 

4 

I  to  2 

years  ... 

5 

1 

2  to  3 

9$  •  •  • 

1 

2 

2 

3  to  4 

$t  ••• 

6 

10 

4 

4  to  5 

fp  •  •  • 

3 

4 

6 

5  to  10 

pp  ••• 

21 

7 

1 

9 

10  to  15 

p  p  •  *  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15  to  20 

9  9 

1 

1 

20  to  35 

99  ••• 

1 

35  to  45 

9p  ••• 

45  to  65 

9  9  •  •  • 

65  and  upwards  .. 

Age  Unknown  ... 

•  .  . 

1 

.  •  • 

•  4  • 

... 

TOTAL  CASES 

NOTIFIED  ... 

33 

34 

1 

22 

1 

1 

] 

1 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  light,  but  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year,  there  was  a  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  centring 
around  Belswains  School.  Altogether  12  cases  occurred  in  children 
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attending  this  school  and  a  number  of  other  cases  under  school 
age  occurred  in  the  vicinity;  the  total  number  being  about  i6. 
Selected  swabbings  of  certain  school  classes  especially  involved 
were  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Laboratory  at  Watford 
and  for  a  time  resort  was  made  to  the  exclusion  of  carriers.  The 
outbreak  certainly  appeared  to  become  mainly  localised  to  the 
original  classes  affected.  The  cases  were  generally  mild  and  no 
doubt  there  were  missed  cases  of  mild  infection.  Where  considered 
desirable  cases  were  removed  to  isolation  hospital. 

The  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  moderately  severe.  The 
child  developed  a  certain  amount  of  paralysis.  Recovery  has  not 
been  entirely  complete. 

The  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  an  adolescent  who 
apparently  contracted  the  disease  abroad. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  14 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  3 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 


STATISTICS 


The  Rural  District  comprises  an  area  of  20,249  acres,  and  is 
made  up  of  the  parishes  of  Kings  Langley,  Flaunden,  Bovingdon, 
Great  Gaddesden,  Flamstead  and  Markyate. 


Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 


population)  1950 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950) 

according 

11,330 

to  rate  books  ... 

•  .  «  .  .  • 

3,357 

Rateable  Value  ...  ... 

.  •  .  ... 

£67,803 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 

... 

£266 

T  otal. 

M. 

F. 

LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

202 

108 

94 ) 

BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

II 

6 

5  ) 

estimated  resi- 

dent  population  18.8 

STILL- 

(  Legitimate 

3 

2 

I ) 

STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

I 

I 

- ) 

(live  and  still) 

births  .  18.4 

DEATHS 

•  .  «  ... 

141 

70 

71 

DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 


dent  population  12.4 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  i  year: 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate  ... 


23.5 

19.8 

90.9 

4  )  Total 
I  )  5 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  25 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  141  deaths,  50  were  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  and  25 
to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Pul¬ 
monary  or  other  Tuberculosis,  but  7  from  Other  Respiratory 
Diseases.  There  were  25  deaths  from  Cancer.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Of  the  5  deaths,  2  were  attributed  to  Prematurity,  one  to 
Broncho-pneumonia,  one  to  Encephalitis,  and  one  to  Gastro 
Enteritis.  Four  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  the  age 
of  four  weeks. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 

Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 


General:  Houses — Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  183 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  24 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  60 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Visits  re.  Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  53 

Visits  re.  Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  81 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Meat  AND  Foods  :  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  2 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  6 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 
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Notices  Served  and  Complied  With. 

Statutory.  Informal. 


Outstanding  31.12.49 .  Nil  22 

Served  1950  i  251 

Complied  with  1950 .  i  238 

Outstanding  31.12.50 .  Nil  35 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Fireplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Houses  with  defective  windows  and  doors  ...  ...  4 

Dangerous  structures  .  7 

Houses  with  defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Drainage  .  31 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wall  and  Ceiling  Plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

General  dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  : 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  8 

Houses  treated  for  bed-bugs — Council...  ...  ...  2 

Other  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Houses  treated  for  other  vermin  ...  ...  ...  4 

Loads  of  bedding  steam  treated  ...  ...  ...  2 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  (not  being  Dairy  Farms)  2 
Number  of  Distributors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 
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Number  of  Dealers  Accredited  licences  ...  ...  i 

Number  of  Supplementary  Pasteurised  Licences  ...  3 

Number  of  Supplementary  Sterilised  Licences  ...  4 

Number  of  Dealers  Sterilised  Licences  ...  ...  ...  2 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Ice  Cream—Registration  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Nineteen  premises  are  used  in  connection  with  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  ice  cream,  preserved  food,  etc.  Of  these,  18  are 
registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one  for  the  sale  and  manu¬ 
facture  of  ice  cream. 

(b)  Other  Food  Premises. 

There  are  5  bakehouses,  5  fish-frying  premises  and  30  cafes 
and  meal-preparing  premises  in  the  District.  The  Road  Transport 
Cafes  are  a  problem  and  some  of  them  have  to  be  kept  under 
observation.  A  considerable  number  of  public  houses  have  in¬ 
adequate  meal  preparing  facilities  and  have  primitive  sanitary 
arrangements.  Gentle  pressure  has  been  used  to  secure  several 
improvements,  and  on  the  whole  the  Brewers  are  co-operative. 

Bye-laws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  have 
been  adopted  by  the  Council  to  secure  the  observance  of  sanitary 
and  cleansing  practices  and  conditions  in  connection  with  the 
handling,  wrapping  and  dealing  of  food  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the 
open-air. 

(c)  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  4  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  No 
slaughtering  for  the  purpose  of  sale  takes  place,  other  than 
emergency  slaughter. 


(d)  Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Meat  and  Meat  Products  ... 

Tins  and  Bottles 

Sweets 

Prunes 


203J  lbs. 
35 

3  lbs. 
I  case 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  District  during 
the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitaiy  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

51 

21 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

15 

15 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Secti  on  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

7 

15 

2 

TOTAL  ... 

73 

51 

8 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 

Number 

Defects  were  found 

of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

prosec¬ 

utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 
unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

20 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

8 

22 

— 

— 

— 

Outwork. 

Sections  no  and  iii  . .  Nil 
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HOUSING 

I.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

_ - 

Nil 

Permanent 

—  non-tradi- 

tional  . . 

.  ...  ... 

22 

Unity.  3-bedroom, 

Nil 

non-parlour. 

Permanent 

Brick 

56 

3-bedroom,  parlour 
(16),  3-bedroom 

non-parlour  ( 24 ) , 

2-bedroom  flats  (8), 

I -bedroom  flats  (8) . 

4 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Temporary  Prefabricated 
Permanent  —  non-tradi- 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

tional 

16 

Unity.  3-bedroom, 
non-parlour. 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick 

40 

3-bedroom,  parlour 
(6),  3-bedroom, 

non-parlour  (30), 

2-bedroom  (4). 

8 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.50  was  as 
follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMPLETED  since 
1.1.45  UP  TO  31.12.50. 
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Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type  of  House 

Markyate,  Buckwood  Road  ... 

18 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour. 

Markyate,  Buckwood  Road  ... 

11 

Arcon — T  emporary . 

Markyate,  Buckwood  Road  ... 

10 

3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non¬ 
parlour. 

Markyate,  Buckwood  Road  ... 

4 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour. 

Kings  Langley,  Rucklers  Lane 

24 

Uni-Seco — Temporary. 

Kings  Langley,  Rucklers  Lane 

12 

Brick — 3-bedroom,  parlour. 

Kings  Langley,  Wesley  Estate 

14 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour. 

Flarnstead,  Trowley  Hill 

2 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour. 

Flamstead 

2 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour. 

Flarnstead,  Friendless  Lane  ... 

8 

Swedish,  3-bedroom,  parlour. 

Flamstead,  Friendless  Lane  ... 

2 

Airey — 3-bedroom,  parlour. 

Chipperfield,  Nun-Field 

10 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  parlour. 

Chipperfield,  Nun-Field 

6 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour. 

Bovingdon,  The  Hyde 

10 

4  Airey,  3-bedroom,  parlour. 

6  Brick,  3-bedroom,  non¬ 
parlour. 

Bovingdon 

6 

3-bedroom,  parlour. 

Gaddesden  Row,  Jockey  End 

4 

Brick,  3-bedroom,  non-parlour. 

Gaddesden  Row,  Jockey  End 

8 

3-bedroom,  parlour  and  non 
parlour. 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMMENCED 
SINCE  1.1.45,  BUT  NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.50: 


Site 

Propiosed 
No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No. 

com¬ 

pleted 

Kings  Langley — 

(2-bedroom  (6) 

Barnes  Estate 

30 

(3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(24) . 

30 

25 

Kings  Langley — 

Barnes  Estate 

9 

3-bedroom,  parlour  (9) 

6 

Nil 

Kings  Langley — 

(2-bedroom  flats  (8)  ... 

Wesley  Estate 

16 

(i-bedroom  flats  (8)  ... 

16 

Nil 

Bovingdon 

10 

3-bedroom,  parlour  (4) 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(6)  . 

10 

Nil 

Bovingdon 

22 

3-bedroom — Unity 

22 

16 

Flamstead 

6 

3-b/room,  parlour  and 

N/parlour  ... 

4 

Nil 

Markyate 

6 

3-bedroom,  parlour  (2) 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(4)  . 

6 

Nil 

Markyate 

8 

3-bedroom,  parlour  (2) 

3-bedroom,  non-parlour 

(4)  . 

8 

Nil 
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(c)  Particulars  of  Other  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  PROJECTED 
SINCE  1.1,50 — i.e.,  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in 
hand,  but  where  a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.50:  — 


Site 

Proposed  No. 
of  Houses 

Type 

Kings  Langley,  Barnes  Lane 

6 

3-b/room,  N/parlour 

Kings  Langley,  Wesley  Estate  ... 

12 

2-b/room  flats  (6), 

I -b/ room  flats  (6) 

Bovingdon . 

16 

3-bedroom,  non¬ 
parlour — Unity 

Chipperfield 

8 

2-b/room  flats  (4), 

I -b/ room  flats  (4) 

Markyate 

16 

2-b/room  flats  (8), 

I -b/ room  flats  (8) 

3.  Number  of  houses  and  hutments  requisitioned  by  the 

Council  . 145 


Number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  31. 3. 51  (no 
figure  available  for  31.12.50)  ...  ...  ...  ...  358 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  supplied  to  Kings  Langley,  Bovingdon,  Chipperfield 
and  Flaunden  is  from  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company.  In  this  area  there  are  a  few  houses  supplied 
from  the  Hemel  Hempstead  Borough  Waterworks.  Some  outlying 
farms  and  houses  are  supplied  from  deep  bores.  Three  houses  are 
known  to  depend  on  rainwater. 

Markyate  is  supplied  from  the  Authority's  own  waterworks  at 
Cheverells  Green.  Chlorination  is  carried  out.  The  water  is  drawn 
from  a  deep  well  and  a  borehole  in  the  chalk.  The  supply  has 
been  adequate  and  of  good  quality. 

Flamstead  village  is  supplied  from  the  Authority's  own  water¬ 
works  at  Holly  Bush  Lane.  The  supply  is  restricted  in  quantity 
but  of  satisfactory  quality.  The  water  is  from  a  deep  well  in  the 
chalk.  No  chlorination  is  carried  out.  The  remainder  of  the  very 
scattered  parish  is  supplied  from  private  wells  and  boreholes. 

The  widespread  parish  of  Great  Gaddesden  has  a  number  of 
sources  of  water.  In  this  parish,  Potten  End  received  an  adequate 
and  satisfactory  supply  from  Great  Berkhamsted  Waterworks 
Company.  The  hamlets  of  Jockey  End  and  Chequers  End  are 
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supplied  by  the  Council  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk.  These  sup¬ 
plies  are  chlorinated.  The  quality  of  the  water  is  good;  the  quan¬ 
tity  could  be  advantageously  increased  and  the  distribution 
improved.  There  was  a  degree  of  improvement  at  Jockey  End 
during  the  year  when  some  increase  was  made  in  the  storage 
capacity  and  a  4"  main  was  laid  which  takes  a  supply  to  a  stand¬ 
pipe  near  the  Council  houses  there. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  approved  Stage  I  of 
the  Scheme  for  a  piped  supply  of  water  to  the  Northern  Parishes. 
The  scheme  provides  for  the  formation  of  a  Joint  Committee  from 
Kernel  Hempstead  Rural  District  and  Luton  Rural  District  Councils 
for  the  construction  of  works  and  the  provision  of  reservoirs. 

Water  Samples  taken  in  1950 — 

Private  ...  ...  5  (Satisfactory  i,  Unsatisfactory  4). 

Public  ...  ...  II  (All  satisfactory). 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Parish 

Population 

(approx.) 

(a)  Direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  By  means  of 
stand-pipes 

Houses 

Pop’n. 

Houses 

Pop’n. 

Bovingdon 

2300 

690 

2070 

65 

195 

Flaunden 

160 

28 

90 

23 

70 

Kings  Langley 

3600 

1056 

3437 

18 

163 

Cbipperfield  ... 

1250 

366 

1075 

53 

189 

Flamstead 

1050 

75 

240 

128 

410 

Gt.  Gaddesden 

1000 

60 

198 

89 

285 

Markyate 

1600 

370 

1184 

98 

313 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 
Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  construction  of  the  Colne  Valley  Sewerage  Board's  trunk 
sewer  has  been  commenced  at  Kings  Langley.  This  sewer  will 
eventually  make  the  sewage  works  at  Kings  Langley  redundant. 

Agreement  has  been  reached  to  take  over  from  the  Ministry 
of  Civil  Aviation  the  modern  sewage  works  constructed  for  Boving- 
don  Airport.  Already  about  100  huts  used  as  emergency  housing 
accommodation  drain  into  these  works  and  the  Hyde  Meadows 
Estate  at  Bovingdon  is  connected  to  them  by  a  pumping  main. 
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The  possibility  of  similarly  disposing  of  sewage  from  most  of  the 
properties  in  the  Parish  is  under  consideration. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Regular  collection  of  refuse  is  made  throughout  the  District. 
Disposal  is  by  tipping,  controlled  as  far  as  possible.  Paper  salvage, 
discontinued  the  previous  year,  began  again  in  the  Autumn  of 
1950. 

Night  Soil  Collection. 

Weekly  collection  at  night  of  all  closets  is  made  by  the  Author¬ 
ity’s  cesspool  machine  at  Bovingdon,  Flaunden,  Flamstead, 
Chipperfield  and  Great  Gaddesden.  Kings  Langley  and  Markyate 
being  sewered,  there  are  very  few  pail  closets,  and  these  are  dealt 
with  privately.  The  disposal  is  into  the  sewage  works  at  Boving¬ 
don  Airport  and  on  to  the  land  acquired  for  the  purpose  in  Great 
Gaddesden  Parish. 

Cesspool  Emptying. 

The  Authority’s  machine  has  been  fully  employed;  the  work, 
compared  with  1949,  being  more  than  doubled.  Disposal  is  as  for 
night  soil. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

10 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

18 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

42 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

24 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

2 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

6 

Nil 

Nil 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Under  i  year 

7 

1 

I  to  2  years  ... 

... 

3 

2 

... 

2  to  3  ,, 

1 

2 

... 

... 

3  to  4  „ 

•  «  • 

8 

3 

... 

4  to  5  . 

6 

2 

2 

1 

5  to  10  ,, 

14 

18 

14 

1 

10  to  15  ,, 

2 

1 

... 

2 

15  to  20  ,, 

.  .  . 

*  •  « 

2 

.  .  . 

20  to  35 

... 

... 

35  to  45  ,, 

... 

1 

... 

45  to  65 

. . , 

1 

1 

1 

65  and  upwards  .. 

... 

... 

1 

Age  unknown 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

.  .  . 

TOTAL  CASES 
NOTIFIED  ... 

23 

42 

24 

2 

6 

Five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  nursed  at  home — the  rest  were 
removed  to  isolation  hospital. 


A  number  of  cases  of  Measles  occurred  at  Bovingdon  and 
Chipperheld  during  November  and  December.  The  majority  of 
the  Whooping  Cough  cases  occurred  in  Kings  Langley  during  the 
month  of  June. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary  ... 


Deaths. 

2  Pulmonary 

6  Non-Pulmonary 


Nil 

Nil 
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STATISTICS 

The  Urban  District  of  Berkhamsted  comprises  an  area  of  2,017 
acres. 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1950  ...  .  ...  ...  11,590 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950  )  according  to 

rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,290 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £92,435 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £368 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

150 

75 

75  ) 

BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

5 

I 

4  ) 

estimated  resi- 

dent  population 

134 

STILL- 

(  Legitimate 

3 

I 

2  ) 

STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

- ) 

(live  and  still) 

births  . 

19.0 

DEATHS 

122 

61 

61 

DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  10.5 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  25.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  26.7 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  NIL 


Actual  number  of  deaths  under  i  year: 

Legitimate  ... 

4  )  Total 

Illegitimate 

—  )  4 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

22 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

...  NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  122  deaths,  32  were  attributed  to  Heart  Disease  and  26 
to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases.  One  death  occurred  from  Respira¬ 
tory  Tuberculosis  (none  from  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis)  and 
13  from  Other  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  22  deaths  from 
Cancer.  One  death  occurred  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (notified  in 
1949)  and  2  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

Of  the  4  deaths,  one  was  attributed  to  Prematurity,  two  to 
Birth  Injury  and  one  to  Congenital  Disease.  Three  of  these  deaths 
occurred  in  children  under  4  weeks  of  age. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 

Visits  and  Inspections  Made, 

Complaints 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

General 


Dwelling  houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts 
Requisitioned  premises 
Infectious  diseases 
Dirty  and  verminous  premises  ... 

Housing  enquiries — cases  of  overcrowding 
Factories 
Water  supply 
Drainage  inspections 
Schools 
Cinemas 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Shops  Acts  ... 

Revisits  to  premises  under  notice 
Swimming  Pools  ... 

Interviews — Owners,  Builders,  etc. 

Miscellaneous  visits 


351 

86 

24 

16 

15 

44 

17 

9 

3 
2 

4 
2 

198 

9 

94 

III 
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Meat  and  Foods 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Provision  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Meat  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Cafe  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Market  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Ice  Cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sampling 

Water — Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Chemical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Swimming  Bath  Water — Bacteriological  ...  ...  3 

Ice  Cream — Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Notices  Served  and  Complied  With. 

Served  : 

Statutory  ...  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  17 

Informal  ...  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  122 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  4 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  2 

Complied  with: 

Statutory  ...  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  13 

Informal  ...  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  116 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  4 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 

Dustbins  provided  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Outbuildings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Gutters  and  spouting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Defective  drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7^ 

W.C.  Fittings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Door  and  Window  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


34 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Wash  Coppers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Provision  of  sink  and  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  5 

External  painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chimney  pots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  and  Drt;gs  Act  ; 

Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Licensed  Premises  ; 

Provision  of  proper  urinal  accommodation  ...  ...  10 

Provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  for  washing  up  ...  17 

Shops  Acts  : 

Provision  of  separate  sanitary  accommodation  ...  i 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Houses  disinfected  after  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Houses  cleansed  and  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  treated  for  other  vermin  ...  ...  ...  3 

Parcels  of  bedding  steam  treated  ...  ...  ...  15 

Wasps  nests  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  states: — 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

‘‘  The  ‘Appointed  Day’  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944  ^^le  ist  October,  1949. 
The  provision  of  this  Act  took  the  control  of  milk  production  from 
Local  Authorities  to  be  administered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  A  local  authority  now  has  no  power  of  inspection 
of  dairy  farms  except  in  the  case  of  milk-borne  infection  for 
investigation  purposes.  There  are  three  cowkeepers  within  the 
District  of  your  Authority.  There  are  no  bottling  or  pasteurising 
establishments  within  the  area.  During  the  year  the  following 


licenses  were  issued: — 

Dealers  licence  for  sale  of  pasteurised  milk  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  T.T.  Tested  milk  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Sterilised  milk  ...  ...  i 

Number  of  Dairy  premises  in  the  District  ...  ...  2  ” 
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Ice  Cream. 

“  Four  premises  are  registered  with  your  Authority  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  Fourteen  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year  and  submitted  for  provisional  grading,  and  gener¬ 
ally  these  proved  satisfactory.  Adverse  samples  were  repeated 
and  improvement  effected.  Eleven  premises  are  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream  usually  in  pre-packed  form.  All  the  premises  are 
provided  with  refrigerated  conservators." 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

“  Regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  various  types  of 
premises  used  for  the  sale  and  preparation  of  food.  Little  can  be 
added  to  what  has  previously  been  said  on  this  subject  but  it  can 
be  emphasised  that  in  general  these  premises  within  the  district 
conform  to  a  very  high  standard.  Weekly  inspection  is  made  of 
the  open  market  to  see  that  there  is  no  infringement  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

The  Slaughtering  of  bovines,  sheep  and  pigs  is  still  centralised 
at  Tring  Abattoir  which  serves  Berkhamsted  R.D.C.,  Berkhamsted 
U.D.C.  and  Tring  U.D.C.  All  carcases  and  offal  are  subject  to  a 
post-mortem  examination.  Imported  frozen  meat,  carcases  and 
offal  are  distributed  from  the  Aylesbury  Depot." 

Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  Human  Consumption: 


Meat .  169 J  lbs. 

Fish .  51  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  244  lbs. 

Tripe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  bag 

Tins .  725 

Eggs  ...  . 1493 

Pudding  Mixtures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9^ 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  lbs. 

Tomatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  26 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Rabbits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  b 

Christmas  Puddings  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Pig  carcase  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  i 


Licensed  Premises. 

"  During  the  year  a  survey  was  made  of  all  licensed  premises 
in  the  town  of  which  there  are  25.  The  purpose  of  the  survey  was 
to  bring  up  to  date  the  lavatory  accommodation  for  males  and 
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females  and  also  the  provision  of  suitable  washing-up  facilities. 
Much  of  the  work  has  now  been  done  and  has  resulted  in  lo 
houses  being  provided  with  proper  lavatory  accommodation  and 
17  houses  with  proper  means  of  washing-up  in  the  nature  of  hot 
and  cold  water  and  sinks  in  bars.  In  order  to  effect  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  certain  houses,  partial  reconstruction  was  necessary  in  four 
of  the  premises.  These  also  are  in  hand.  It  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  the  Brewery  Companies  concerned  gave  very  willing  co¬ 
operation  in  effecting  these  improvements.” 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  District 
during  the  year. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

9 

j 

6 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

58 

47 

6 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

5 

5 

TOTAL  ... 

72 

58 

6 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec¬ 
utions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

Found 

To  II. M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

•  •  • 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Other  offences  against  the 
(not  including  offences 
la  ting  to  Outwork)  ... 

Act 

re- 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

•  •  • 

8 

8 

1 

1 

t 

Outwodc, 

Sections  no  and  in  .  Nil 


HOUSING 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  E.  Hulse,  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
to  Berkhamsted  Urban  District,  for  the  following  summary  of  the 
housing  position  in  Berkhamsted: — 

“  Although  a  great  deal  of  energy  has  been  directed  to  the 
housing  problem  ever  since  the  end  of  the  war,  the  Urban  District 
Council  found  that  at  the  end  of  1950  the  problem  was  still  acute, 
and  one  that  caused  them  a  good  deal  of  concern. 

The  restriction  on  the  number  of  houses  that  the  Council  and 
private  enterprise  have  been  permitted  to  build  each  year  has  pre¬ 
vented  any  reduction  of  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  list  for 
housing  accommodation.  In  fact  the  number  of  names  on  the  list 
has  become  greater. 

Steady  progress  was  made  with  building  new  houses  during 
1950 »  51  houses  being  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  and  13 
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by  private  enterprise,  bringing  the  total  of  houses  completed  since 
the  end  of  the  war  to  i68  by  the  Local  Authority  and  68  by  private 
enterprise.  The  municipal  houses  built  during  the  year  were  all 
traditional  permanent  houses  with  either  3  or  4  bedrooms,  and  in 
addition,  the  Council  are  building  a  pair  of  bungalows  for  aged 
people. 

The  Council’s  principal  post-war  Estate  is  the  Durrants  Estate 
situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Town  with  an  area  of  approxi¬ 
mately  40  acres.  When  completed  there  will  be  approximately  325 
houses,  two  shops  with  living  accommodation  and  a  small  number 
of  lock-up  garages.  The  Estate  is  being  developed  on  model  lines 
at  a  density  of  8  houses  to  the  acre.  On  certain  of  the  roads,  open 
forecourt  development  has  been  adopted  and  within  the  Estate 
there  will  be  a  public  open  space  with  recreational  appliances  for 
children.  The  houses  that  are  being  erected  are  all  of  high  quality 
and  the  Council  have  seen  no  reason  to  reduce  the  standard  of 
amenity  provided  for  their  tenants  within  the  houses. 

The  completion  of  236  houses  by  municipal  and  private  enter¬ 
prise  has  materially  assisted  in  enabling  the  Council  to  deal  with 
many  of  the  worst  cases  on  the  waiting  list. 

The  most  serious  problem  facing  the  Urban  Council  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  the  number  of  applicants  on  their  list  who  were 
unable  to  afford  the  rent  of  a  post-war  house  but  who  were  in  need 
of  accommodation.  It  is  felt  that  this  is  a  national  problem  and  it 
is  earnestly  hoped  that  legislation  will  be  passed  in  the  near  future 
which  will  enable  the  Council  to  let  post-war  houses  at  lower  rents 
than  is  possible  at  the  present  time.  Apart  from  the  cases  that 
have  just  been  referred  to,  there  are  very  many  cases 
where  the  health  of  the  applicant  is  affected  more  by  mental  strain 
rather  than  actual  overcrowding,  and  many  of  the  worst  cases  in 
this  category  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

With  the  housing  shortage  that  still  prevails,  the  Council  have 
not  been  able  to  deal  specifically  with  those  families  living  in  old 
and  condemned  properties,  but  many  of  these  are  on  the  list  of 
applicants  for  new  houses  and  certain  cases  have  been  dealt  with 
by  the  Selection  Sub-Committee.  The  Council’s  policy  is  to  close 
premises  that  are  unfit  for  habitation  whenever  they  move  the 
family  or  families  occupying  it  into  a  new  house. 

It  is  obvious  that  whilst  a  lot  was  done  in  1950,  a  great  deal 
still  remains  to  be  done  in  succeeding  years.” 
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I.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

28 

3  and  4  bedroom 

14 

parlour  and  non-parlour 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Number 

Type 

Prefabricated 

Permanent  Brick... 

Nil 

51 

3  and^4  bedroom 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

Nil 

13 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.50  was  as 
follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMPLETED  since  1.1.45  up  to 
31.12.50  :  — 


Site 

No  of 
Houses 

Type 

Highfield  House  Estate  ... 

30 

Prefabricated  Bungalows 

Swingate  Lane  Estate 

20 

3  bedroom,  non-parlour,  brick 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMMENCED 
SINCE  1.1.45,  BUT  NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.50:  — 


Proposed 

No. 

No. 

Site 

No.  of 

Type 

comm- 

com- 

Houses 

enced 

pleted 

Durrants  Farm  Estate  ... 

300 

approx. 

3  and  4  bedroom 
parlour  and  non-parlour 

152 

116 
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(c)  Particulars  of  OTHER  SCHEMES  PROJECTED  since  1.1.45, 
i.e.  Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where 
a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.50:  — 


Site 

Proposed  No.  of  houses 

Type 

Victoria  Road 

10 

Unity  5001  and  5003 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

3.  At  the  end  of  1950,  there  were  647  applicants  for  Council 
houses.  A  total  of  12  houses  were  requisitioned  by  the 
Urban  District  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  . 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  District  is  served  by  the  Great  Berkhamsted  Water  Com¬ 
pany.  The  supply  is  constant  and  sufficient  in  quantity  and 
quality.  It  is  chlorinated.  The  water  is  drawn  from  the  chalk 
sub-strata  and  no  complaint  of  plumbo-solvency  or  contamination 
by  lead  has  occurred. 

The  Authority  and  the  Water  Company  each  submit  samples 
of  water  for  bacteriological  examination  on  alternate  months.  The 
Authority  also  submit  samples  for  chemical  analysis  quarterly. 
The  results  of  all  samples  prove  the  water  to  be  highly  sadsfactory 
for  all  purposes  of  domestic  use. 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Populationf 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

11550 

3237 

11495 

14 

55 

Population  figures  are  approximate. 


41 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

5 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

58 

Nil 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

30 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

7 

Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

i 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

Infective 

Hepatitis 

Under  i 

year  ... 

6 

I  to  2 

years  . . . 

4 

3 

.  .  . 

... 

2  to  3 

>1  ♦  •  • 

•  .  . 

9 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

3  to  4 

ft  •  •  • 

1 

5 

4 

•  •  . 

«  •  • 

4  to  5 

f  f  *  *  * 

1 

7 

2 

.  .  . 

•  *  . 

5  to  10 

ft  •  •  • 

2 

27 

16 

.  .  . 

1 

10  to  15 

f  f  •  •  * 

1 

.  .  . 

•  «  . 

•  .  . 

2 

15  to  20 

ft  ♦  •  • 

— 

1 

«  •  • 

1 

•  .  . 

20  to  35 

f  f  •  •  • 

2 

«  •  • 

.  .  . 

1 

«  •  • 

2 

35  to  45 

r ,  *** 

1 

1 

1 

1 

45  to  65 

ft  •  •  • 

1 

. . . 

1 

2 

65  and  upwards  .. 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

... 

Age  Unknown 

2 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

TOTAL  CASES 
NOTIFIED  ... 

6 

58 

2 

30 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 
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Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  6 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  5 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 
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STATISTICS 


The  Rural  District  of  Berkhamsted  is  composed  of  the  parishes 
of  Northchurch,  Aldbury,  Wigginton,  Tring  Rural,  Nettleden 
(with  Rotten  End),  Little  Gaddesden  and  Puttenham,  which  com¬ 
prises  an  area  of  17,572  acres. 

Population  (Registrar-GeneraPs  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1950  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,717 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according  to 

Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,590 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £25,785 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £138 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


T  otal. 

LIVE  (  Legitimate  78 
BIRTHS  ( 

(  Illegitimate  5 


STILL-  ) 
BIRTHS  ) 


DEATHS  .  65 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


M.  F. 

42  36  )  BIRTH-RATE 

)  per  1,000  of  the 
3  2  )  estimated  resi¬ 

dent  population  14.5 

STILL-BIRTH 
RATE  per  1,000 
(live  and  still) 
births  .  Nil 

DEATH-RATE 
per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  11.4 

...  NIL 


38  27 


Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year: 
Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 


24.1 

25*3 

Nil 


2  )  Total 
—  )  2 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ..  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  65  deaths,  30  were  attributable  to  Heart  Disease  and 
12  to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
Respiratory  or  other  Tuberculosis,  but  3  from  Other  Respiratory 
Diseases.  There  were  7  deaths  from  Cancer.  One  death  occurred 
from  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  one  from  a  Motor  Vehicle  Accident. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

One  death  was  due  to  Congenital  Disease  and  the  other  to 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage.  One  of  these  deaths  was  in  a  child  under 
the  age  of  four  weeks. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 

Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 


General:  Houses — Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  106 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  103 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  44 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  5 

Complaints  investigated  ...  28 

Drainage  inspections  and  tests  ...  ...  42 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  13 

Factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  ...  7 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Petroleum  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  i 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rivers  and  streams  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  disinfected  .  ...  4 

Meat  and  Food  :  Bakehouses  .  7 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  12 

Water  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


45 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BERKHAMSTED 


Notices  Served  and  Complied  With. 

Outstanding  Served  Complied  with  Outstanding 

31.12.49  1950  1950  31-12.50 

9  31  26  14 


Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 

Houses 

Drainage  and  cesspools  ... 

Waterclosets 
Dairies  and  cowsheds 
Factories 

Disinfestation. 

No  disinfestation  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 


67 

19 

12 

I 

I 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  as  follows: — 

Cowkeeper-Retailers  ...  ...  ...  14 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  District)  ...  10 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

No  slaughtering  for  sale  is  carried  out  in  the  District.  The 
slaughtering  of  bovines,  sheep  and  pigs  for  human  consumption  is 
centralised  at  Tring  Abbatoir.  All  carcases  and  offal  are  subject 
to  post-mortem  examination. 

Six  condemnations  of  unsound  food  were  made  during  the 
year. 

Food  Poisoning: 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  District 
during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 

10 

1 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en- 

7 

forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

2 

• 

TOTAL  ... 

9 

10 

1 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

prosec¬ 

utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Outwork. 

Making  wearing  apparel .  i 
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HOUSING 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  states: —  “  The  tables  below  give  a 
summary  of  housing  progress  during  the  year.  Difficulty  in  obtain¬ 
ing  housing  sites  which  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Planning 
Authority  and/or  the  Agriculture  Executive  Committee  retards 
progress  and  the  small  allocation  of  houses  now  granted  by  the 
Ministry  appears  to  be  based  on  the  Councihs  slow  progress  during 
the  preceding  years.” 

I.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 


(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

16 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

8 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick... 

6 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

6 

2.  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31.12.50  was  as 
follows: — 


(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMPLETED  since 
1.1.45  UP  TO  31.12.50. 


Site 

Number  of 
houses 

Type  of  house 

Wigginton,  Chesham  Road 

6 

4  non-parlour,  3  bedroom. 

Aldbury^  Malting  Lane 

4 

2  non-parlour,  2  bedroom. 

2  parlour,  3  bedroom. 

Aldbury,  Stoneycroft 

12 

2  non-parlour,  3  bedroom. 

3  bedroom  (10  parlour,  2  non- 

Wilstone,  New  Road 

4 

parlour. 

3  bedroom,  non-parlour. 

Little  Gaddesden, 

Cromer  Close 

18 

I  14  parlour,  3  bedroom. 

)  4  non-parlour,  3  bedroom. 

Long  Marston,  Tring  Road 

6 

Parlour,  3  bedroom. 

Potten  End,  Vicarage  Road 

6 

Parlour,  3  bedroom. 
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(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMMENCED 
SINCE  1,1.45,  BUT  NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.50. 


Site 

Proposed 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

No. 

comm¬ 

enced 

No. 

com¬ 

pleted 

Little  Gaddesden — 

1  4  N/ parlour,  3  b/room 

Cromer  Close  ... 

.  •  . 

28 

A  22  parlour,  3  bedroom 

•  «  • 

1  2  N/ parlour,  2  b/room 

6 

Potten  End— 

1  24  parlour,  3  bedroom 

Vicarage  Road 

•  • 

32 

S  and  8  non— parlour. 

1  2  bedroom  ... 

8 

«  «  • 

Wigginton,  Wick 

Road 

8 

3  bedroom,  parlour  ... 

8 

•  •  • 

(c)  Particulars  of  Schemes  PROJECTED  since  1.1.49  (i.c. 
Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where  a 
start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.50: 


Site 

Proposed  No.  of  Houses 

Type 

Wilstone 

2 

2  bedroom  bungalows 

Long  Marston 

24 

18  parlour,  3  bedroom 

and  6  non-parlour,  2  bed. 

Number  of  houses  requisitioned  as  at  the  end  of  1950  ...  Nil 
Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1950  ...  212 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Tring  Rural,  Puttenham,  Wigginton  and 
Aldbury  receive  constant  water  supplies  from  the  Bucks  Water 
Board.  Little  Gaddesden  and  the  hamlet  of  St.  Margarets  are 
supplied  by  the  Great  Berkhamsted  Water  Company,  as  also  are 
Potten  End  and  Northchurch  in  part.  There  is  no  piped  supply 
to  the  hamlets  of  Frithsden  and  Nettleden. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency  occurring  in 
the  water;  supplies  have  a  considerable  degree  of  hardness.  No 
action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  contamination. 

Water  samples  taken  during  1950: — 

Private  .  15  (Satsfactory  =  7 

(Unsatisfactory  =  8 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number 
of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 


Parish 

Population 

(a)  Supply  direct 
to  Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means 
of  Standpipes 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Houses 

Pop’n 

Aldbury 

860 

252 

804 

13 

44 

Little  Gaddesden 

1326 

253 

1326 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nettleden  (with 

Potten  End) 

982 

230 

874 

3 

7 

Northchurch ... 

841 

222 

794 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

Puttenhara  ... 

100 

35 

100 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Tring  Rural  ... 

737 

192 

685 

12 

44 

DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

With  the  exception  of  the  villages  of  Long  Marston  and 
Wilstone,  which  comprise  the  parish  of  Tring  Rural,  there  are  no 
public  sewers  in  the  District.  The  above  two  villages  each  have 
treatment  by  broad  irrigation,  and  no  complaints  of  nuisances  or 
unsatisfactory  effluent  have  been  received  during  the  year. 

The  conservancy  methods  upon  which  other  parishes  depend 
have  definite  unsatisfactory  features.  Although  no  major  action 
was  taken  during  the  year,  this  state  of  affairs  has  gradually 
become  more  fully  recognised  and  schemes  in  several  districts  have 
been  adumbrated.  In  connection  with  this  matter,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  states: — 

”  WiGGiNTON  Parish.  The  Lower  Wigginton  area  which  con¬ 
sists  almost  entirely  of  old  houses  is,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
sanitation,  very  unsatisfactory.  The  area  is  congested  and  in  prac¬ 
tically  every  case  there  is  insufficient  garden  area  for  the  satisfac¬ 
tory  disposal  of  contents  of  pail  closets. 

In  other  parts  of  the  village  there  are  houses  with  W.C.'s,  etc. 
connected  to  cesspools  and  some  drainage  from  properties  situated 
in  the  Northern  End  of  Chesham  Roacl  and  The  Bit  are  drained 
to  an  irrigation  area  on  Lewins  Farm. 

Drainage  of  Council  houses  in  Chesham  Road  has  presented 
many  difficulties  and  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  empty  cess¬ 
pools  here  at  ten  day  intervals.  Improvements  to  the  system  were 
undertaken  and  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Northchurch  Parish.  The  parish  of  Northchurch,  which 
comprises  mainly  widely  separated  “  between  the  two  wars  ’’  de¬ 
velopment  and  the  much  older  hamlet  of  Dudswell,  has  no  main 
sewers.  The  Home  Farm  Estate,  badly  planned  and  rather  con¬ 
gested,  has  numerous  cesspools  and  improperly  constructed  septic 
tanks.  A  scheme  to  connect  this  Estate  to  the  Urban  District 
Council’s  sewers  was  prepared  many  years  ago  but  never  carried 
out;  it  should  receive  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Council  in 
the  near  future. 

PoTTEN  End  Parish.  The  sanitary  conditions  in  this  parish 
are  far  from  satisfactory,  particularly  when  one  takes  into  account 
the  fact  that  there  are  in  the  area  known  as  'The  Back’  and  'The 
Front’  forty-two  houses  including  a  Public  House  all  tightly  packed 
into  an  area  of  two  and  a  half  acres.  Also  in  the  two  and  a  half 
acres  are  a  chapel  and  a  disused  burial  ground.  Pail  closets  are  in 
use  in  the  forty-two  houses  and  these  are  emptied  by  contract  with 
the  Hemel  Hempstead  Rural  District  Council. 

The  more  modern  properties  in  the  parish  have  W.C.’s,  etc. 
connected  to  cesspools  or  septic  tanks.  Cesspools  are  emptied  by 
private  arrangem.ents  made  by  the  occupiers  concerned. 

The  Council’s  new  housing  scheme  in  Vicarage  Road  empha¬ 
sises  the  need  for  a  main  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
for  the  village.  It  is  found  necessary  to  empty  the  cesspool  which 
receives  the  drainage  from  six  houses  at  intervals  of  seven  to  ten 
days.  Future  housing  activities  on  this  estate  will  further  aggravate 
the  condition,  and  further  lower  the  general  standard  of  sanitation 
in  the  village. 

In  July  representatives  of  the  Berkhamsted  Rural  District 
Council  met  a  Committee  of  the  Berkhamsted  Urban  District 
Council  regarding  the  possibility  of  sewering  Potten  End  to  the 
Urban  District  Council’s  sewers  at  a  point  near  their  Disposal 
Works.  As  a  result  of  the  meeting  the  Committee  made  the 
following  recommendation: — 

'  That  subject  to  approval  of  the  financial  terms  and  to 
other  suitable  heads  of  agreement,  to  the  approval  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers,  the  Council  agree  in  principle  to  the  drainage 
of  Potten  End  being  discharged  into  the  Council’s  pro¬ 
jected  sewage  works.’ 

At  the  end  of  the  year  all  levelling  had  been  completed  and  the 
preparation  of  a  scheme  well  advanced  for  submission  to  the 
County  Council.” 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal, 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  states: —  “  Refuse  collection  in  the 
District  is  undertaken  by  Contract  in  the  following  manner: — 

Village  of  Rotten  End  and  the  complete  parish  of  Northchurch, 
Parish  of  Little  Gaddesden  and  hamlet  of  Nettleden — All  refuse 
collected  fortnightly. 

Parishes  of  Aldbury,  Puttenham,  Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton — 
Collection  of  tins  and  bottles  only  at  monthly  intervals. 

The  existipg  method  and  extent  of  collection  cannot  be  re¬ 
garded  as  satisfactory  and  numerous  complaints  were  received 
during  the  year,  either  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Contractor  to 
collect  at  regular  intervals  or,  in  the  case  of  Aldbury,  Puttenham, 
Tring  Rural  and  Wigginton  parishes  the  incomplete  collection  of 
household  refuse.  Representations  by  the  Little  Gaddesden  and 
Wigginton  Parish  Councils  have  been  made  for  a  complete  and 
more  frequent  collection  of  household  refuse.  The  establishment 
of  a  centralised  scheme  of  collection  for  the  whole  district  appears 
to  be  the  only  satisfactory  solution." 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year: — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

6 

Nil 

Whooping  Gough 

21 

1 

Nil 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

Measles  ... 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

3 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 
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to  10 
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3 

11 

2 

lO 

to  15 

>9  *  *  * 

1 

1 

15 

to  20 

9  9  •  •  • 

... 

20 

to  35 

9  9  •  •  • 

. . . 

... 

1 

0 

35 

t'o  45 

9  y  •  "  • 

. . . 

... 

1 

45 

to  65 

9  9  •  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

65 

and  upwards  .. 

•  •  • 

Age  Unknown 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

... 

TOTAL  CASES 
NOTIFIED  ... 

6 

21 

1 

5 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary 
N  on-Pulmonary  . . . 


Deaths, 

I  Pulmonary  ...  ...  Nil 

I  Non-Pulmonary  ...  Nil 
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STATISTICS 

The  Urban  District  of  Tring  comprises  an  area  of  ...  4,407  acres 

Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  resident 

population)  1950  .  ...  5>203 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1950)  according 

to  rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,612 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £31,501 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £125 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

LIVE 

(  Legitimate 

56 

42 

14 ) 

BIRTH-RATE 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

per  1,000  of  the 

(  Illegitimate 

6 

— 

6  ) 

estimated  resi- 

dent  population 

II. 9 

STILL- 

(  Legitimate 

2 

— 

2  ) 

STILL-BIRTH 

BIRTHS 

( 

) 

RATE  per  1,000 

(  Illegitimate 

— 

— 

-  ) 

(live  and  still) 

births  . 

30.9 

DEATHS 

•  •  •  •  .  . 

71 

35 

36 

DEATH-RATE 

per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resi¬ 
dent  population  13.6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Death-Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  16. i 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  ...  17.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  ...  Nil 

Actual  number  of  deaths  under  one  year: 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i  )  Total 


Illegitimate  ... 

...  Nil  )  I 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

15 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

...  NIL 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 

Of  the  71  deaths,  22  were  attributable  to  Heart  Disease  and  13 
to  Other  Circulatory  Diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Respira¬ 
tory  (or  other)  Tuberculosis,  but  there  were  4  deaths  from  other 
Respiratory  Diseases.  Fifteen  deaths  occurred  from  Cancer. 

Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

The  one  infant  death  was  attributed  to  Prematurity  and 
occurred  under  four  weeks. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 

Visits  and  Inspections  Made. 

Complaints  or  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Revisits  to  premises  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Interviews  with  owners  or  agents  ...  ...  ...  34 

Water  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Sewage  disposal  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Refuse  dump  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Sewer  extension  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Infectious  diseases  and  disinfections  ...  ...  ...  5 

Work  done  after  informal  notice  ...  ...  ...  12 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Shops  and  food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Building  byelaws  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dairies  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Caravans  and  temporary  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Fire  escapes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Number  of  Notices  Served. 

Informal  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  29 

Abatement  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  i 

Informal  under  Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 
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Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 


By  Owners  after  Informal  Notice — 

Dampness  ameliorated  .  i 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  filth  removed  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  defects  remedied  .  i 

Plumbing  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Roof  and  Eaves  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nuisances  of  keeping  animals  remedied  ...  ...  i 

Dirty  premises  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Bakehouse  whitewashed  internally  ...  ...  ...  I 

Plaster  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Milk  Production  and  Distribution. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1950 
was  as  follows: — 

Retailers  (resident  in  area)  ...  ...  10 

Retailers  (non-resident  in  area)  ...  ...  5 

The  production  side  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

Periodic  visits  have  been  made  to  food  preparing  premises  and 
the  majority  do  not  need  action  taken  against  them.  The  Clean 
Food  byelaws  will  prove  useful  in  the  case  of  certain  premises 
which  require  pressure  in  the  matter  of  general  standards  of  clean¬ 
liness.  The  byelaws  will  not  be  in  force  until  mid-1951. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  is  only  one  small  manufacturer  in  the  area  and  he  is 
proposing  to  change  over  to  proprietary  brands,  due  to  the  in¬ 
creased  stringency  of  the  Regulations. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  six  bakehouses  on  the  register.  All  are  well  kept 
although  some  could  be  modernised  with  advantage.  No  serious 
complaints  were  encountered  during  the  year. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

I.  Retail  Foodstuffs  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 
during  the  year: — - 


American  Cheese 

61 

'^2 

tins 

Imported  Beef  . . . 

2181 

lbs. 

Ideal  Milk 

28 

tins 

Full  Cream  Milk 

6 

tins 

Tinned  Meat  ... 

37 

tins 

Tinned  Fruit  ... 

46 

tins 

Tinned  Jam 

3 

tins 

Corned  Beef  ... 

34 

lbs. 

Bacon  ... 

42 

lbs. 

Sausage 

88 

lbs. 

Imported 

Beans  ... 

I 

tin 

Ox  Liver 

5 

lbs. 

Evaporated  Milk 

9 

tins 

Toffee  Apples  ... 

61 

doz. 

Mutton  ... 

33 

lbs. 

Pigs  feet 

112 

lbs. 

2.  Tring  Abattoir: 

This  Abattoir  deals  with  all  home  killed  meat  supplied  to 
Tring  Urban  District,  Berkhamsted  Urban  District  and  Berkham- 
sted  Rural  District.  Inspection  during  the  year  has  been  carried 
out  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Brogan,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Berkhamsted  Urban 
District. 

The  following  is  a  report  on  the  year’s  work: — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excl¬ 

uding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

T.ambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1004 

124 

699 

2038 

240 

Number  inspected 

1004 

124 

699 

2038 

240 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis: 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

.  «  • 

10 

1 

4 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

122 

38 

5 

37 

26 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

12.1 

38  6 

0.8 

2  0 

10 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

43 

23 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

4.3 

18.5 

0.1 

0.0 

1.2 
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Table  2.  Weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned. 


Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 


2,984  ibs. 
8,517  lbs. 


Total 


11,501  lbs. 


Food  Poisoning, 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 

Factories  Act  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

8 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

32 

3 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

_ 

.... 

TOTAL  ... 

40 

3 

3 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

prosec¬ 

utions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Outwork. 

Section  110. 

Number  of  outworkers  in  August  list  required  by  Sect.  iio(i)(c): 
Making  wearing  apparel.,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Section  111. 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  ...  Nil 


HOUSING 


I.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  houses  were: — 
(a)  Commenced  Only. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

10 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

2 

(b)  Completed. 


Local  Authority 

Private 

Number 

Type 

Enterprise 

Prefabricated 

Nil 

Nil 

Permanent  Brick  ... 

12 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

8 
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2,  The  position  in  regard  to  Housing  Schemes  at  31. 12.50  was  as 
follows: — 

(a)  Particulars  of  Schemes  (or  Contracts)  COMPLETED  since 
1.1.45  UP  TO  31.12.50. 


Site 

Number 
of  houses 

Type 

Woodland  Close,  Park  Rd _ 

46 

5  bedroom,  parlour 

Gamnel,  New  Mill  ... 

14 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

Dundale  Road 

10 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

(b)  Particulars  of  Schemes  COMMENCED  since  1.1.45,  BUT 
NOT  COMPLETED  at  31.12.50 


Proposed 

No. 

No. 

Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

Type 

comm¬ 

enced 

com¬ 

pleted 

Meadow  Road 

6 

3  bedroom,  parlour 

6 

— 

(c)  Particulars  of  Other  Schemes  PROJECTED  since  1.1.50, 
i.e.  (Schemes  about  which  arrangements  are  in  hand,  but  where 
a  start  had  not  been  made  at  31.12.50 


Site 

Proposed  No. 
of  Houses 

Type 

Goldfield  ... 

Gamnel,  New  Mill 

8 

6 

3  bedroom.  Parlour 

3  bedroom.  Parlour 

3.  Number  of  houses  requisitioned  by  the  Authority  at 

31.12.50  . Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  1950  ...  320 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Apart  from  a  short  sewer  extension  enabling  3  dwelling-units 
to  be  connected  to  it  and  thus  eliminating  3  cesspools,  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  sewage  disposal  remain  unchanged. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  collection  is  by  direct  labour  once  weekly.  The  dis¬ 
posal  site  has  been  extended  but  the  tipping  is  uncontrolled; 
conditions  continue  to  be  very  unsatisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  extension  of  a  piped  water  supply  to  the  hamlets  of  Little 
Tring  and  Bulborne  was  completed  in  1950.  As  a  result  23 
properties  have  been  connected  to  the  water  main.  The  whole 
district  is  now  supplied  by  the  Bucks  Water  Board.  The  water 
is  chlorinated  and  the  supply  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  the  number  of 
dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of  population  supplied  from  public 
water  mains: — 


Population 

(a)  Supply  direct  to 
Houses 

(b)  Supply  by  means  of 
Standpipes 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

5200 

1580 

5088 

28 

112 

Population  figures  are  approximate. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  — 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

6 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles  ... 

2 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  Under  Age  Groups. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Under  i  year 

«  •  • 

1 

I  to  2  years  ... 

*  •  • 

1 

2  to  3  ,, 

•  •  • 

7 

2 

3  to  4  ,, 

1 

5 

4  5  * »  •  •  • 

3 

5  to  lo  ,, 

1 

8 

lo  to  15 

3 

1 

15  to  20  ,, 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

20  to  35  „ 

35  t  o  45  ,, 

•  •  » 

•  •  * 

1 

45  to  65  ,, 

1 

*  *  » 

... 

65  and  upwards  .. 

•  •  • 

. . . 

1 

Age  Unknown 

•  •  * 

... 

•  •  • 

TOTAL  CASES 
NOTIFIED  ... 

6 

26 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  4 

Pulmonary 

I 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  ...  Nil 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

...  Nil 
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TABLE  SHOWING  BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES 


Area 

Birth- 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Death- 
Rate 
per  1,000 
Population 

Infantile 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
Live  Births 

England  and  Wales  ... 

•  •  • 

15.8 

11.6 

29.8 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London  ... 

17.6 

12.3 

33.8 

148  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  Popu¬ 
lation  25,000  to  50,000,  1931 

Census)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

16.7 

11.6 

29.4 

London  Administrative  County 

•  «  • 

17.8 

11.8 

26.3 

BOROUGH  OF 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

«  •  • 

15.3 

10.2 

20.0 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 

HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD 

•  •  * 

18.8 

12.4 

23.5 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF 

BERKHAMSTED 

•  «  • 

13  4 

10.5 

25.8 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 

BERKHAMSTED 

•  »  * 

14  5 

11.4 

24.1 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TRING 

•  •  * 

119 

13.6 

16  1 

WHOLE  SOUTH  HERTS  (No.  i) 
COMBINED  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

15.2 

11.1 

22.0 
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